
THE GOVERNMENT OF ERITREA 
Controlling the People through Abuse… and Getting Away with It 

Stifling Resistance 
• sow universal distrust 
• jail dissidents indefinitely 
• surveillance, intimidation 
• abuse relatives 
• suppress will and ambition 
• propaganda 
• no due process or rule of law 
• 360+ prisons and jails 
• many are underground, unlit 
• family of refugees fined, jailed 
• assembly limited 
• punishment by torture 
• no public elections 
• perpetuate marshal law 

Blocking Outside Observation 
• virtually no comprehensive  NGO participation 
• strict control of who enters the country 
• no unescorted travel outside of the capital 
• orchestrated tours of hospitals 
• no humanitarian inspection of jails 
• foreign in-kind aid rejected 
• UNHCR v. limited, peace keepers forced out 
• no transparency 

Controlling the Youth 
• into National Service after 11th grade 
• endless military service 
•  essentially unpaid 
• no tolerance of dissatisfaction 
•  slave labor 
•  few marriages, breakdown of family 
structure 
• women abused 

Reaching Outside the Country 
• 2% income tax  
• intimidation, threats of opponents, refugees 
• no documents, travel to Eritrea w/o  paying tax or 
revealing family member info. 
• no toleration of opposition 
• control of Orthodox Church 
• non-Eritreans not bothered; low profile 
• spies and infiltration 

Blocking Outside Influence 
• lowest Internet connectivity 
• no private media 

Religious Control and Oppression 
• Orthodox Church taken over by the state 
• Pentecostals, other COs jailed, abused if caught    
worshiping 
• no worship in the military 

Funding the Government 
• 2% tax  on Diaspora 
• wresting funds from  churches 
• metal mining 
• huge fines as punishment 
• businesses nationalized 
• fund raising from Diaspora 

http://hornaffairs.com/en/2011/11/20/eritrea-a-form-of-extortion-eritreas-2-diaspora-tax/
http://www.worldtravelguide.net/eritrea/passport-visa
http://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Eritrea/transparency_corruption/
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/press-releases/map-of-secret-prison-network-in-eritrea-pinpoints-infrastructure-of-repression
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2015/eritrea
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.P2
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-31840096
http://www.globalresearch.ca/u-s-ngos-kicked-out-of-eritrea-foreign-aid-is-meant-to-cripple-people/5441367
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pt8ST1U4o60
http://www.economist.com/blogs/baobab/2014/03/national-service-eritrea
http://eritreanrefugees.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/USCIRF-Annual-Report-2015-Eritrea-Only.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e4838e6.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=16964&Cr=Eritrea&Cr1=Ethiopia#.VqUaFlKHsXg
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16054
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n3csw9c5
http://www.afrol.com/articles/36196
https://martinplaut.wordpress.com/2015/09/02/eritreas-sinister-international-network-of-spies-and-thugs/
http://www.voanews.com/content/un-investigators-say-no-rule-of-law-in-eritrea/2681951.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_of_Eritrea
www.eritreanrefugees.org
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/11/eritrea-torture-report_n_7563850.html
http://library.queensu.ca/ojs/index.php/surveillance-and-society/article/view/low-tech

